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Office Action Summary 

~ The MAILING DATE of this communication aoo 


Application No. 

10/814,068 


Applicant(s) 

GORICH ET AL 


Examiner 

James Sells 


Art Unit 

1734 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " 

" ^^/^^^^^^,T Mom 0,37 CFR 1 - 136(a) - ln no event ' however ' ma * a re p'v be « ime| y filed 

aner t»lA (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

" « LoS w repl , y Sf>eCifie r iS '?u SS ,ha " ' hirty (30) dayS ' a reply within ,he sla,utor V "*"™im of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTH*? frnm ih» main™ 7^2 Z ,1 • ' • .- 

- Failure to reply within the sator extended period for reply will, b/sta.ute, causethe JX^^SS^^it^' C °~ Cat " >n - 

S:S£2 e estsesS" after ,he mailin9 da,e of ,his communica,ion ' even if timely fi,ed - may reduce ™ 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [X] Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |El Claim(s) U3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) 03 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) [3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3-31-04 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) Q Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

ot3l6S. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Quick 
et al (US Patent 5,240,051). 

Quick discloses a clamping system for a wood-gluing machine. As shown in 
Figs. 3 and 5, the system comprises upper platen or hold down bars 77 and 78, and a 
clamping device comprising a plurality of stationary and movable jaws or clamping 
blocks 120 and 122. As shown in Fig. 5, the movable jaws or clamping blocks 122 
move along rails, which function in the manner of applicant's claimed offset clamping 
bars. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yow 



(US Patent 4,547,255). 
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Yow discloses a press construction for gluing wood. As shown in Fig. 1 , the 
press comprises hydraulic cylinders 70 and 82, which clamp and press a plurality of 
wood pieces 12 in press 10. As col. 3, lines 62-68, Yow discloses means for generating 
high-frequency radio waves to effect rapid curing of glues during gluing operations. 

Regarding claim 2, hydraulic cylinders, such as those disclosed by Yow, 
inherently and advantageously provide strong, reliable and precise pressure application 
in a wood clamping and pressing system. For these reasons, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ hydraulic cylinders, as taught by 
Yow, in the system of Quick et al as described above. 

Regarding claim 3, means for generating high-frequency radio waves 
advantageously effects rapid curing of glues during gluing operations. For this reason, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to employ means for 
generating high-frequency radio waves, as taught by Yow, in the wood gluing and 
clamping system of Quick et al as described above. 

Specification 

5. Applicant is requested update page 1 , lines 1-2 of the specification to indicate 
that US Application Number 09/938,222 is now US Patent 6,748,995. 

References 

6. References A-B are cited as prior art of interest. 
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Telephone/Fax 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Sells whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1237. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday between 9:30 AM and 
6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Fiorilla can be reached at (571) 272-1 187. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 




JAMES SELLS 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
TECH. CENTER 1700 



